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CENSORSHIP AMENDMENT BILL 2005 
Third Reading 

MR J.B. D’ORAZIO (Ballajura - Minister for Justice) [10.23 am]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [10.23 am]:  I will not take up a great deal of the time of the house, because we 
have debated this bill in the second reading stage and have supported the clauses during consideration in detail.  
The opposition totally supports the bill.  As I said during consideration in detail, it was essential that this bill be 
brought in, not just to deal with the reclassification of films, videos and computer games, but also to address the 
large loophole that the government created when it brought in the Community Protection (Offender Reporting) 
Bill 2004.  Some months have been wasted because of the delay in bringing in this bill, and during that time 
some sex offenders have gotten away with not being registered on the sex offenders register.  However, I am 
pleased the government has now addressed that matter.   
I thank the minister for supplying some information to me, and my colleague the member for Nedlands, since the 
consideration in detail stage about how other states handle infringement notices.  We appreciate the fact that we 
have received that information so quickly.  The minister promised that we would receive that information before 
the third reading of the bill.  In my case the minister made it just in time, but that is fine; better late than never. 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  I would have delivered it to you last night, but I could not find you.   
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I was paired last night, so I was not available.   
The information highlights the fact that our legislation is very similar to the legislation in the other states and 
territories of Australia, particularly with regard to the provision that any recision of an infringement notice must 
be authorised by a senior police officer.  In New South Wales the police officer can be just a duty officer at a 
police station.  We have gone further than that and said the police officer must be of the rank of inspector or 
above.   
I hope that in the interests of the general public, and in particular vulnerable children, this bill will be given 
urgent passage in the other place, because it is essential that we address the loophole with regard to the sex 
offenders register.  It is all very well to progress the bill quickly in this house, but that will be to no avail if the 
government in the upper house does not also bring on the bill as a matter of urgency.  I would be more than a 
little disappointed - in fact, I would be extremely angry - if the government did not make this bill a priority in the 
upper house.  We have taken very little time in this house to pass this bill.  We have not filibustered for one 
second, and I think the minister recognises that.  You are smiling, Mr Acting Speaker, because I know you think 
I filibuster sometimes, but I have not filibustered on this bill at all.  It may be perceived that I filibuster -  
Ms S.M. McHale:   It is part of your nature! 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It is not part of my nature at all, minister. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, members!  Do not encourage the member for 
Hillarys!  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes, do not encourage me!  Members know they get into trouble when they encourage 
me!  Normally the only time I filibuster is on a bill that we completely oppose.  I will do anything I can to stop a 
bill going through this Parliament if I believe it is wrong for the people of Western Australia.  However, when I 
believe a bill is right for the people of Western Australia and will protect the vulnerable people in our society I 
will give it my total support and will not waste the time of the Parliament at all.  I believe that has been the case 
on this bill.  I ask the minister to talk to his colleagues in the other place and ensure this bill is not left to languish 
on the notice paper in the Legislative Council for months and months, because the government will demonstrate 
extreme hypocrisy if it does not make this bill a priority in the other place.  I urge the government to ensure the 
bill is brought on for debate in the upper house at the earliest possible opportunity and is given swift passage.  
The opposition is very happy to support the third reading of the bill.   
MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [10.29 am]:  I thank most sincerely the members of the public service who 
assisted the member for Hillarys, Hon Barbara Scott and me.  As I said, I knew nothing about Western 
Australia’s Censorship Act 1996, but I feel now that I have a good grasp of its historical background.  I thank 
Malcolm Penn of the Department of Justice; Frank Morisey, the senior policy officer with the Department of 
Justice; Matthew Samson, the legislation officer from the police legal services unit; and Natalie Machin, the 
ministerial policy adviser.  I think Ryan, the minister’s staff member, was there yesterday - I do not have his last 
name. 
I concur with the member for Hillarys that this is important legislation.  It is wonderful to see that the law, which 
is often described as a slow-moving glacier, has come together.  This is the last state to hop on board completely, 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 25 August 2005] 

 p4633b-4634a 
Mr John D'Orazio; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Sue Walker 

 [2] 

but it is wonderful to see the commonwealth and the states working together for a national classification scheme 
and a national classification review board.  It is a good thing and the opposition is fully supportive of it. 
MR J.B. D’ORAZIO (Ballajura - Minister for Justice) [10.31 am]:  I put on the record my thanks to the 
members for Hillarys and Nedlands for their support in helping this legislation go through the house so quickly.  
It is important legislation.  The bill amends the Censorship Act 1996 to ensure that the name of the act reflects 
the purpose for Western Australia being a member of the national classification scheme.  It also creates 
classifications uniformly across Australia, which is a good thing.  It means that people will be able to understand 
the classifications.  Parents will be in a much better position to make better judgments on how censorship is used 
and how to protect their children.  The amendments also address certain forfeiture, evidentiary and infringement 
notice provisions.  They are important, as they will give the police more power, especially in relation to child 
pornography offences.  That will bring us into a better position to deal with that issue in the community. 
The bill is also important because, as the member for Nedlands indicated, it brings Western Australia into line 
with the national scheme.  The legislation will be backdated to 26 May, which means that from that date, which 
was when the new classifications commenced, Western Australia will be in line with the national scheme.  The 
bill also corrects an anomaly by changing the name of the act.  As I said, this bill will contribute to the protection 
of children and the elimination of child pornography in the community.  We, as members, regardless of the side 
of politics we come from, must ensure that the police have every weapon available to eliminate child 
pornography in the community.  It is a scourge on the community and we should do everything possible to 
eliminate it.  The legislation does that.   
I also put on record my thanks to Malcolm Penn of the department, Frank Morisey and Matthew Samson, Natalie 
Machin from my staff and all the other people who worked very closely in bringing this legislation together.  It is 
an important bill.  I do not think that many people realise how important it is, but I am sure that the community 
and the youth of our community will be much better protected by having this uniform code throughout Australia 
and a clearly defined process that will set the standards by which our society will abide.  I again thank members 
of the opposition for their support.  I intend to ask the other house to treat this bill as a matter of urgency. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Demand it! 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  The member for Hillarys would understand that we in this house cannot demand anything 
of our colleagues in the other place, but I will suggest to them that it is a matter of importance. 
I thank the members for Hillarys and Nedlands for their support on behalf of the opposition.  I commend the bill 
to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


